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College Acceptances and Trends for the Class of 2011
With graduation around the corner, we are also wrapping up the 
college process for the San Francisco Waldorf High School Class of 
2011 and we are delighted with how our seniors have done.  The 
current college admissions environment is a challenging one and 
our students weathered it well.  Applications are up and acceptance 
rates are down at the most competitive and selective colleges in 
the country. I remain truly excited about the incredible range of 
choices open to our students. It is heartening to see a steadily rising 
interest in colleges such as those in the “Colleges That Change 
Lives” consortium (www.ctcl.org) that offer an excellent educational 
experience. It is always a pleasure to work with our students and 
their families as we try to find the best fit for each student.

Congratulations to our seniors for all of their accomplishments.   
We all wish them the best in their future endeavors.

Lauren Rudsten, College Counselor

On page 2 is a list of the colleges and universities where our seniors have 
been accepted to date. 

Performances take place at the 

Scottish Rite Masonic Center 
2850 19th Avenue, SF, CA 94132

**around the corner from the high school** 
Free on site parking garage (80+ spaces) and ample street parking

FriDay 
May 27 
7:30 pm

Saturday 
May 28 
1:30 pm 
7:30 pm

Tickets:  
$12 adults 
$6 students

Available at  
brownpapertickets.com  
or in the SFWHS office  
or at the door

San Francisco Waldorf High School

The 8th Grade of 2011 presents

Friday, May 27 7:00 pm
Saturday, May 28 1:00 pm
Saturday, May 28 7:00 pm
Sunday, May 29 1:00 pm

Tickets: $5 students / $8 adults 
Available in the office
Children under 4 years old must sit with an adult

Main Hall, grade school campus

Memorial Day Weekend: 12th and 8th grade class plays. 
The 12th grade presents The Wizard of Oz at the Scottish Rite Masonic 
Center on 19th Avenue (around the corner from the high school).  
The 8th grade presents The Sound of Music at the grade school campus.

Commencement: Saturday June 11, 11:00 AM 
Orland Bishop, Commencement Speaker

The Board of Trustees and Faculty of San Francisco Waldorf School 
cordially invites the entire community to San Francisco Waldorf 
High School’s commencement for the Class of 2011. This year’s 
commencement will take place at the Scottish Rite Masonic 
Center, 2850 19th Avenue, near the high school campus. Parking is 
available on site and in the surrounding neighborhood.

Commencement speaker Orland 
Bishop is the founder and director of 
ShadeTree Multicultural Foundation 
in Los Angeles, where he has 
pioneered approaches to urban truces 
and mentoring at-risk youth that 
combine new ideas with traditional 
ways of knowledge. ShadeTree 
serves as an intentional community 

of mentors, elders, teachers, artists, healers and advocates for the 
healthy development of children and youth. Orland’s work in 
healing and human development is framed by an extensive study 
of medicine, naturopathy, psychology and indigenous cosmologies, 
primarily those of South and West Africa.

More details online  
at  

www.sfwaldorf.org

12th grade poster art: 
Charlotte Markle & 
Alex Hart. 

8th grade poster art: 
Annika Williams.
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2011 College Acceptances
An asterisk denotes matriculation.
Academy of Art University*
American University
Amherst College*
Arizona State University
University of Arizona
Bard College
Beloit College
Bennington College
Brandeis University
University of British Columbia*
Cal Maritime*
Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo*
Carleton College
Carnegie Mellon University
College of Charleston
City College of San Francisco*
College of San Mateo
Colgate University
Columbia College of Chicago

Connecticut College*
Cornell College* (2)
CSU East Bay
CSU Humboldt
University of Denver*
Diablo Valley College*
Dominican University
Earlham College
Eckert College
Emory University
Eugene Lang College of the 

New School* 
Eurythmeum Stuttgart*
Fashion Institute of Design and 

Merchandising
University of Glasgow*
Global College*
Grambling State University*
Grinnell College*
Grossman Junior College
Hofstra University*

Kenyon College
Knox College
Lewis and Clark College*
Loyola Marymount University*
Marymount Manhattan College
Mills College
University of Montana
Montana State University
University of New Hampshire
New York University*
Notre Dame de Namur University*
Orange Coast Community College*
University of Oregon*
Pitzer College
Prescott College
University of Puget Sound
Quest University*
Reed College
Rhodes College
Saint John’s University
Saint Martin’s University

Salve Regina University
University of San Diego
San Francisco State University
San Jose State University
Santa Clara University
Sarah Lawrence College
Scripps College
Seattle University
Sonoma State University
Tufts University*
UC Davis
UC Irvine
UCLA*
UC San Diego
UC Santa Cruz
Vassar College
Whitman College* (2)
Whittier College*
Willamette University
Yale University*

Advancement Office Fundraising Update
As the school year comes to a close, we would like to reflect on the overwhelming 
financial and personal support from the community for San Francisco Waldorf 
School.  Each year, the Advancement Office is charged with leading these efforts 
in coordination with volunteers, faculty, and staff.  Since tuition and fees do not 
cover the entire cost of operating the school, we must bridge this gap through 
generous gifts to the Annual Fund, events, and other fundraising endeavors.  I 
am happy to report that we have experienced another great year of giving, with 
the community’s work bringing in over $500,000 for the school.

Our events this year were again successful, not only in raising necessary 
funds, but also in creating great excitement within the current and extended 
community.  Our two community events that involve fundraising are Winter 
Fair and Spring Night.  This past December, Winter Fair met consistently high 
expectations by welcoming hundreds of current and potential families to the 
grade school for games, food, and live entertainment, generating nearly $20,000 
in support.  At Spring Night in March, over 300 guests braved driving rain and 
wind to meet at the Golden Gate Club for food, drinks, entertainment, and of 
course, the ever popular silent and live auctions.  All together, the event realized 
over $110,000 in proceeds, including nearly $45,000 for improvements to 
presentation spaces on both campuses through Fund-A-Need. 

Annual Fund is the largest single fundraising effort each year.  Building on last 
year’s record totals, this year’s goal was set at an ambitious $300,000.  Backed 
by significant work and commitment of volunteers, faculty, and staff, the 
community rose to the challenge.  Not only did we find support from current 
families, we received over 60 gifts from grandparents, alumni, and alumni 
parents.  In all, our extended community came together to give more than 
$350,000 for our programs.  

Each member of our community is integral to this work, providing monetary 
gifts from $5 to $15,000.  This report does not even begin to detail the 
thousands of volunteer hours that are given each year to run events, maintain 
programs, and support the teachers who educate our students.  In this spirit, I 
offer a hearty congratulations and thank you to all parents, students, faculty/staff, 
grandparents, alumni, and alumni parents who were part of our philanthropic 
efforts this year.

Mitch Mitchell, Advancement Office 
mmitchell@sfwaldorf.org

Second-year kindergartners take the lead in a puppet show.

The Hilary Kitch Athletic Fund
May 24th, 2011, marked the 5th 
anniversary of the passing of our  
long-time and much beloved grade 
school receptionist, “concierge,” and 
friend, Hilary Kitch.

We would like to take a moment to 
remind the community about a fund 
established by the Kitch family in 
memory of Hilary. Hilary was an 
ardent supporter of student athletics and was instrumental  
in establishing and running our grade school athletic 
program in its infancy. The fund has proved invaluable to the 
athletic program over the years and in the coming year the 
fund will provide the grade school with much needed new 
basketball uniforms. Contributions are welcome at any time. 
Please contact Mitch Mitchell in the Advancement Office at  
415-931-2750, ext 322 or mmitchell@sfwaldorf.org.

Pen & ink drawing of Hilary by Brian Kitch, SFWGS Class of 1997
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The 16th Annual 

Founders’ 
Night

at SFWHS
Friday, May 13

Photos these two page: Cory Powers
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This article is part 2 of Mr. Weber’s account of the Eurythmy Troupe’s trip 
to China. Part 1 appeared in our March /April issue.

Chengdu

From the air, Chengdu is covered in clouds – a normal condition as 
it sits at the base of the Himalayas in southwestern China. Capital 
of Sichuan Province, Chengdu is one of China’s verdant “green 
cities”, famed for its food and relaxed quality of life. Tea drinking 
and mahjong are favorite pastimes, and one hears the buzz of 
conversation and the clacking of tiles on nearly every street. Three 
rivers flow through the city – the Jin, the Fu and the Sha. Chengdu 
was informally known as Jincheng, or “Brocade City” for one of 
its famous handcrafts; dipping brocades in the Jin would bring out 
their colors. In our program we featured a local tale, “The Wonderful 
Brocade”, and a poem about tea, so we felt we would fit right in. A 
group of teachers and parents from the Chengdu Waldorf School 
met us at the airport, with big smiles, bouquets of flowers, and a 
Waldorf-style colored sign, making us feel immediately at home.  

A short bus ride brought us to the Chengdu Waldorf School, on 
the outskirts of the city with a lovely country feel. It is the first and 
largest Waldorf School in China, and we were amazed to see what 
the community has accomplished in just seven years. The main 
school building near the entrance is a large two-storey structure; 
behind it, around a central pond and play area, stand the original 
building, now used for administration, a complex with three 
kindergartens, a school hall, and a beautiful new classroom complex 
and courtyard. We unpacked and rehearsed as parents ironed 
costumes and set up the hall. There were flutters of anxiety when 
parent hosts arrived to claim our students for an overnight stay –  
will they speak English? Do I have to go alone? 

In the morning we heard many joyful tales of the students’ 
adventures, ranging from creative use of sign language to trips into 
the city, mountains of food, and showers of presents. At break 
time we were given a tour of the school. The colorful artistry of 
the classrooms was comfortingly familiar, and some students even 
joined in the recess games. In the afternoon, we performed part 
of our program for the school and parents, who were all quite 
enthusiastic about this intriguing new art form. After the show we 
exchanged verses, songs and conversation with students from grades 
four through seven. Then came a conversation with about sixty 
parents, who are interested in helping establish Waldorf high school 
education, facilitated by lead teacher Xe Wu and our own Yorke Li. 
They had many questions about our students’ experiences, to which 
they responded with honesty, intelligence and aplomb. 

An afternoon bus ride brought us to our hotel in the city center. We 
had fine accommodations at an excellent price, as the owners were 
friends of our invaluable and indefatigable guide, XiaoV,  

PART II: San Francisco Youth Eurythmy Troupe in China 2011
who facilitates teacher training at the Chengdu Waldorf School. 
Everything in China works through connections (guanxi), and XiaoV 
seemed to know everyone in Chengdu (and much of the rest of southeast 
Asia). That evening was a free city exploration for the students, who 
enjoyed a range of experiences from shopping to karaoke clubs to  
donuts for dinner.

Our big public performance was in the theater of a state school 
specializing in English language instruction. Our students met peer 
boarding students for a time of lively conversation. They were somewhat 
taken aback by the schedule their new friends had to follow, with 
many hours of study and little free time. The interaction was open and 
heartfelt, with many exchanges of email addresses, and a sense that 
similarities of outlook and age outweighed cultural differences.

XiaoV has asked us, “Shall we have a banner? It’s very Chinese!” So 
there were in fact two great banners: one at the school entrance and 
one over the stage, both very large and very red. We were thrilled! The 
rest of the stage area seemed long unused and in need of a thorough 
sprucing up, which was accomplished by a small army of parent helpers 
from the school, who swept, mopped, cleared, stacked, and constructed 
costume racks from the ever-useful bamboo, in addition to ironing all the 
costumes again. 

The stage sparkled under the lights as an audience of seven hundred 
packed the hall, members of the Chengdu Waldorf School community 
as well as students and teachers from the Yandaojie Foreign Language 
School. The entire audience eagerly tried out some eurythmy gestures 
with Ms. Thiersch, and then a great gasp arose as twenty-five students 
entered the stage in strong colors and flowing movement for the 
Beethoven sonata. Our students gave their absolute best, and the mood 
of excited astonishment pervaded the performance, as waves of beauty 
washed from the stage with each new piece. When the performers 
entered the audience handing out chocolates for the finale, the gasps gave 
way to roars of approval, which continued through many curtain calls 
and the bestowing of bountiful bouquets on all participants.

Our tour concluded with a perfect Chengdu-Sichuan day: great weather; 
some hours up close with the pandas, who were even more adorable  
than anticipated; lunch and shopping on Jinli Street; a temple visit; 
a superb buffet dinner with friends from the Waldorf school; and a 
performance of Sichuan opera. None of us wanted to leave, and we all 
hope to return some day. We discovered that China is more than big and 
bustling: it is a place both rich in culture and wisdom, and also open to 
new people, ideas and experiences. The warm welcome we received and 
the amazing initiatives we encountered filled us with enthusiasm and 
hope for the future.

David Weber 
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May Faire Thank Yous
The sun shone, the flowers bloomed, 
the ribbons were colorful, and everyone 
enjoyed a beautiful day dancing around 
the Maypole. We are grateful to all who 
contributed to making this happen. 

Thank you to Kirsten Hetland for 
coordinating and organizing the garlands; 
to Monique Duncan for collecting the 
flowers and delivering them to the May 
Faire; and to Caroline Kleinman for 
gathering materials and helping 
prepare the garlands in advance. 
Much thanks to all the 

helpers at the garland tables: Pamela Apple, Karen Staller, 
Jeni Vullings and Melanie Ray. Amy Belkora tenderly 
cared for and grew Vetch at the garden at St Anne’s. 
She was assisted by Cindy and Tucker Bennett, 
Patrick and Michael McQuaid, and Raymond 
Belkora in cutting the vetch early Sunday morning 
to bring to the Faire.

For the pinwheels, our thanks to Sandra Salatich, 
Divo Brevik, Heather Mitchell, Rhian David, 
Gabrielle Chernis and to all the 1st, 2nd and 3rd 
grade children for making pinwheels in class, as well as 
to Ms. Gudzer, Ms. Fendell, and Ms. Christofferson for 
their support. We are also grateful to Kim Garcia-Meza 
and family for purchasing the supplies and making pinwheel 
kits for the children to assemble at home. 

The 8th and 12th grades provided wonderful food as part of their fund 
raising for their year-end class trips. We are grateful to Christine, Ben 
and Tabeetha Sun and Jana Silverman for organizing the food. They 
received additional support from Paolo Carini, Heidi Schwarzenbach, 
Cristina Paredes, Amy Moran, Gary Bridges, Rachel Moss, Larry Doyle 

and Elizabeth Rutherford. 

The instrumental music was 
beautifully performed by: David 
Katz, Claudia Portillo, Vannessa 
Cudabac, Michael Kelleher, 
and Jeremy Engels. Thanks also 
to Round Singers who were 
coordinated by David Katz and 
performed for the May Queen and 
her attendants. We commend all 
who attended the evening dance 
rehearsals: Jackie Shelton-Miller, 
Wendy White, Ann Ratsep, Susan 
Robinson, Mikio Shioya, and Jan 
Hammock plus John Hinkle, Sonka 

Parera and Katja Wishart om Marin Waldorf School.  
Much thanks to Monika Leitz for inspiring us and to David Katz and 
Claudia Portillo for offering musical accompaniment for the rehearsals.

Our lovely May Queen was Melinda Price, with Ariana Beels as the 
Green Person and Nora Dwyer as her lady - in - waiting who was also 
responsible for making the queen’s garland. A big thank you goes to 
Monika Leitz for teaching the Maypole dances and her overall support 
and guidance. We could not have done this without her!

A special thanks to Mr. Ganz for single-handedly organizing the 
games, which had many older children quite engaged. Thank you 
to the 8th and 12th grade girls: Léa Bushnell, Aldyn Markle, Sophia 
Fuller, Clare Moss and Maya Silverman for providing face painting 

and hair braiding and to Lori Grey for supporting them.

Of course, the event could not have happened without all 
our busy background elves and fairies. Our lovely postcards 
and fliers were designed by Amy Gregg.  We thank her 
for her patience and time. Amy Moon set up our on-
line sign up. Colette Nelken purchased our ribbons, 
which were then cut by Leslie Fisher along with Sami 
and Ali DiDomenico for the garlands. Rein Ratsep 
both organized and put up the flags that decorated 
the meadow. Our helpers for set up and clean up 
were Mitch Mitchell, Bryan and Renee Chua, Adam 
Vanderwaard, Nathaniel Behrends, Ben Frombgen, and 

Jeremy Engels. We are eternally grateful for those who 
pitched in last minute to help with clean up, including: 

Hugh Molesworth, Michael and Patrick McQuaid, Susan 
Robinson, Melanie Ray, Marshall White and Cara Daniels.

We so appreciated the continued support and patience of the office 
staff at both the high school and grade school. Thank you to the 
faculty who initially accepted our proposal to bring the Faire to life 
and placed their faith and trust in us that we could provide an event 
worthy of SFWS. Most of all, we would like to offer our gratitude to 
the Grade School Parent Association, whose financial support allowed 
us to give this gift of a May Faire to the entire school.

Robin Parades Brown and Ariana Beels, May Faire Co-chairs

May Faire 
photos: 
Alexander 
Troy
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Second Annual All-School Alumni Reunion
Come join your friends at our 
annual summer Alumni Reunion. 
Complimentary hors d’oeuvres,  
beer, & wine. Cash bar.

Saturday, June 18, 7 - 9 pm

Swank Cocktail Club 
488 Presidio Avenue, SF 94115

18+ for attendance.  
21+ for beer, wine, & bar.

Please RSVP to events@sfwaldorf.org,  
415-931-2750 x 322 
or www.sfwaldorf.org/alumnireunion

  2011-2012 All- School Academic Calendar
 High School Campus  Grade School Campus
    Aug. 19, 2011  Nursery & Kindergarten Parent Work Day
 HS Family Work Day Aug. 20  GS Family Work Day
 Incoming Gr9 & Transfer Student & Parent Orientation  Aug. 24  Kindergarten Parent Orientation
 HS Student Orientation / ID Photos  Aug. 25  Nursery Parent Orientation
 Gr 9 Orientation Continues  Aug. 26  
 HS Welcome BBQ  Aug. 28 
 HS classes begin Mon., Aug. 29 
  Weds., Aug.  31  GS & Nursery classes begin/Rose Ceremony
 Labor Day Holiday  Sept. 5  Labor Day Holiday
    Sept. 12  Grade School Back-to-School-Night
 High School Back-to-School-Night / Parent Meetings Sept. 14
 Fall Holiday/School Closed Oct. 7  Fall Holiday/School Closed
 Faculty Grading Days/No HS Classes/Student Service Day  Oct. 20 - 21
 Veterans Day / School Closed Nov. 11 Veterans Day / School Closed
 Gr9 Parent-Teacher Conferences/No Classes/Student Service  Nov. 21 Parent Teacher Conferences/ No Classes
 Gr10-12 Parent-Teacher Conf./No Classes/Student Service Nov. 22  Parent Teacher Conferences/ No Classes
 Thanksgiving Holiday/School Closed  Nov. 23  Parent Teacher Conferences/ No Classes
 Thanksgiving Holiday/School Closed  Nov. 24-25  Thanksgiving Holiday/School Closed
 HS Winter Concert Dec. 2  
   Dec. 4  Winter Fair
 HS Semester Finals   Dec. 14 - 15  
 Shepherds Play/HS Holiday Luncheon Dec. 16 Early dismissal / Shepherds Play
 Winter Break/School Closed  Dec. 19 - Jan. 2 Winter Break/School Closed
 Faculty Grading Day/No HS Classes/Student Service Day  Tues., Jan 3 Grade school classes resume
 High school classes resume  Wed., Jan 4  
 HS early dismissal  Jan. 13  
 MLK Day/No Classes/National Day of Service  Jan. 16 MLK Day/GS School Closed
 HS Drama Club production  TBD  
 HS Eurythmy Performances Feb. 7 - 8  
 Presidents’ Day/ No HS Classes/Student Service Day Feb. 20  Presidents’ Day/GS School Closed
 Teachers In-Service Conference Week/No Classes  Feb. 21 - 24  Teachers Conference Week/No Classes
 Gr10 PLAN Test/Gr12 Senior Seminar (tentative)  March 22  
 Faculty Grading Days/No HS Classes/Student Service Days  March 22 - 23  
 Grandparents & Special Friends Day March 30  Grandparents & Special Friends Day/ GS Early Dismissal
 HS Spring Break (1 week + 1 day) HS Closed  April 2 - 9  GS Spring Break (2 weeks) GS Closed
 HS Project Week/to be determined  April 10 - 13  GS Spring Break (2 weeks) GS Closed
 Founders Night at HS  May 11  
 Faculty Grading Day/No HS Classes/Student Service Day  May 14  
 Memorial Day/School Closed May 28  Memorial Day/School Closed
 Finals Review/ Exams  June 4 - 6 
 HS Walkathon  June 7 GS Closing Rose Ceremony
 Last day of school/HS Final Assembly/  June 8  Last day of school/Early Dismissal/ 8th Grade Graduation
 HS Commencement Class of 2012  June 9, 2012

Anything Goes 
DVD 

A DVD of the 
2011 high school 
production of 
Anything Goes is 
now available for 
purchase ($11). 
Our gratitude to 
SFWS parent Tim 
Evans for all his work on this project.  
Visit  sfwaldorfhighschool for a preview and 
ordering information.


