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Class of 2012 Commencement Address
On June 9, 2012, Liv Leuthold, M.D. (SFWHS 
‘02, SFWGS  ‘98) became the first alumni to 
give the commencement address to our graduating 
seniors. The following is from her speech.

A speech like this wouldn’t be complete without 
a few words on how much has changed since 
I was a student here. As freshmen, we had 
main lesson in an office above a warehouse in 
Fort Mason, where we watched various trade 
fairs, glamorous galas, and Christmas tree lots 
come and go. Our entire school was the size 
of this class. So when it was time to go see the 
Shepherd’s Play at the grade school, we could all 
fit onto one Muni bus. 

The world isn’t quite the same either:  
I remember in high school people starting to 
rave about this thing called “Google,” and I  
read an article about why it would never be 
possible to deliver Internet content over a phone. 
I guess I’ve changed a little bit, too – in the past 
few weeks people have started calling me “wife” 
and “doctor,” and I’ve started feeling a little old. 
But even so, reading your symptomatology 
papers and hearing you all reminisce about  
your education here, I feel an unmistakable  
sense of home.  

Yesterday, as I listened to all of you say just a  
few words about what you would be taking  
from the school and what you are leaving 
behind, it became clear to me that much of the 
advice that’s usually given in a commencement 
speech is about things you’re already thinking 
about and even living. You demonstrated openly 
your ability to learn from your mistakes, and 
you talked from experience about conquering 
your fears, finding yourselves, and following 
your dreams and passions.  

Today, I am not going to talk to you about 
following those dreams and passions. I’m 
going to talk to you about a less conventional 
graduation topic: being wrong. Over the past 
four years, you have all gotten very good at being 
right, and I promise over the next four or five 
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At right:  
First Grade Class Teacher Lalla Carini  

at the Rose Ceremony with  
first and eighth grade students.  

(Photo: Candace Tam)

The beginning of the school year is marked 
by Carinis on both campuses.

Back to School Night 2012
Modified versions of these remarks by head of Administration Dan Ingoglia were spoken at Back to 
School Nights on both campuses.

Welcome back for the school year, the 34th of SFWS. Last year I spoke about how we teach 
students—implicitly mostly—to value and practice contemplation, or deep reflection. 
A contemplative approach can help balance the flight or fight reaction that our nervous 
systems opt for when faced with the tsunami of stimuli we encounter in our world. It’s no 
wonder that many young people figure out multiple ways of coping with the white noise 
around them. Given the opportunity, many escape into the virtual world where there’s a 
certain feeling of security in the self-contained universe of digital games, social networks, 
and tweeting—they’re predictable, and bounded, and you can sign off when you want. The 
outcomes seem within your control.

Continued on page 2 “BACK TO SCHOOL”

At left:  
High School Physics Teacher 
Paolo Carini studying the 
thermodynamics of grilling  
at the high school  
start of school barbeque.  
(Photo: Jessica Eicher)
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As we get older we tend to devise cleverer ways of escaping from or controlling the confusion and 
overwhelming nature of the world, and we focus increasingly on doing things that provide affirmation 
and reward. This is a natural human tendency that for most of us tends to narrow and solidify the 
older we get. We build comfort zones psychically and physically, minimizing opportunities to fail and 
maximizing opportunities for success. 

On the other hand, we often expect our children to succeed at just about everything they do, even 
when it’s a new, uncomfortable, or unnatural task! And it’s the value of and opportunity for failure in a 
Waldorf school that I want to speak briefly about tonight. One of our past high school graduates, Liv 
Leuthold, spoke about this theme at our high school graduation in June, (included in this newsletter), 
but I’m taking a slightly different tack.

The genius of the Waldorf curriculum is that it meets and helps guide our children through their 
natural developmental stages by resonating with their evolving feelings while at the same time putting 
those feelings in a larger perspective:

•	 Young	children	are	encouraged	to	immerse	themselves	in	play,	which	builds	a	foundation	for	
individual creativity and imagination. At the same time they’re given challenging physical tasks that 
build a sense of mastery and confidence.

•	 Grade	school	students	develop	deep	abilities	to	listen	and	create	meaning	through	story,	while	
having to work through the details of constantly creating physical manifestations of their learning by 
integrating art, music, the practical arts, and movement into almost all intellectual disciplines.

•	 In	high	school,	students	encounter	both	their	inner	and	outer	lives	in	the	curriculum—for	
example, the 10th graders’ inner worlds are safely explored in poetics, and 12th graders’ explore the 
unfathomable idea of infinity in Calculus.

•	 All	children	live	in	and	sense	the	support	for	each	of	them,	not	just	as	learners,	but	as	spiritual	
beings for whom our task is to remove obstacles in the way of each one developing to her fullest 
human potential.

At the same time that Waldorf education meets them developmentally—making learning engaging and resonant—it also recognizes that struggling 
itself is an important experience, and that operating out of one’s comfort zone builds a foundation of grit and self-assurance that can sustain them into 
adulthood:

•	 Science	experiments	and	math	problems	that	focus	on	careful	observation	and	thinking—rather	than	repeating	predigested	theories	or	
formulas—teach perseverance and reduce selective attention. Our students tend to see the forest through the trees more frequently as a result.

•	 Emphasizing	primary	sources—stories	and	biographies—in	the	humanities	allows	independent	thought	to	develop	by	seeing	perspective	and	
witnessing many historical “facts” as “opinions in disguise”.

•	 Working	with	voices,	hands	and	bodies	in	the	fine	and	practical	arts	for	a	much	greater	percentage	of	the	time	than	most	schools	inculcates	an	
appreciation for and confidence in using one’s imagination, intuition, and inspiration in a wide variety of pursuits—it builds what was known 40 years 
ago as a “can do” attitude.             

As a result of our demanding that students remain generalists in so many areas and requiring that they think instead of just regurgitate information, 
they necessarily experience a certain degree of frustration and even failure, which 
of course as parents we are not so crazy about. As parents we know in some vague 
way that failure builds character, but when a specific instance of it occurs with 
our child, our nurturing instincts kick in and we want to avoid it—for them and 
for us!

But failure is actually incredibly valuable experience to have as a young person 
growing into adulthood. 

Continued from page 1 “BACK TO SCHOOL”

Continued on next page

Photos this page (above) after school Circus Program; (at left) 
Ms. Lacy with students in 11th/12th Grade Acting Elective.
Photos next page (top to bottom) a quiet moment in the third 
grade garden; learning to start a fire on the 4th grade field trip; 
10th grade chemistry class student work book cover illustrated 
with tempera paints made in class; a page from the same 10th 
grade chemistry detailing the process for making the paints. 
Photos by Cory Powers, Jan Hammock and Caroline Alba.



3

Last year a number of interesting articles appeared on two key subjects: the 
value of experiencing failure in one’s youth as a way to incubate successful 
adults; and that quantified measures of education, such as test scores, are 
highly misleading when it comes to measuring or predicting success and 
happiness in life. Additionally, research by developmental psychologists has 
identified qualities, or character-based attributes, most associated with long-
term success: zest, grit, self-control, social intelligence, gratitude, optimism, 
curiosity, respect, honesty, and tolerance.

Although we don’t (as some schools do) wear T-shirts or post banners that 
explicitly broadcast these attributes to our students, much of what we do  
here allows our students to develop these qualities implicitly, by setting 
them up for challenges in which they are uncomfortable because they can’t 
predict the outcome.

But by not making a big deal of failure, by staying focused on qualitative 
rather than quantitative assessments, and by letting them know they can fail with some sense of safety and 
less judgment than they might experience elsewhere, grit, zest, self-control, gratitude and the other attributes 
can take root and hopefully grow to help them weather the storms and enjoy the sunshine of life.  It is this 
equanimity that enables one to engage with oneself (as in self-reflection or contemplation) and the world.

Because our real and ultimate goal here is that every graduate asks him/herself at some point (soon) after 
graduation: “what do I need to do to be useful in society?” much more frequently than “what do I need to 
do to get what I want?” And we hope you agree. In truth, it’s what you signed on for and committed to in 
sending us your child.

And of course we greatly appreciate your commitment to SFWS and to this education, especially during 
these still challenging economic times. We know it’s a struggle for many of you, but also know that your 
dedication in doing so is a daily reinforcement of the goals mentioned above. We welcome any questions, 
observations or concerns you have this year.

Thanks for coming tonight and welcome again to the 2012-13 school year! 

Waldorf Reconsidered: Myths and 
Misconceptions about Waldorf Education

A talk by Eugene Schwartz 
Sunday, November 4, 7:00pm – 9:00pm

As the Waldorf philosophy approaches its hundredth year, it is high time to 
reexamine its basic premises and to assess their efficacy in the classroom. In his 
nearly forty years as a Waldorf teacher and consultant, Eugene has taught scores of 
students and visited over 150 schools. In tonight’s lecture he will draw on his broad 
experience to address several important questions concerning Waldorf education.

•	 Is the “slow and steady” approach in the primary grades holding children 
back in later academic achievement?

•	 Are Waldorf schools deficient in their teaching of science and math?

•	 Are Waldorf teachers loose in discipline, lacking in rigor, and relaxed  
about accountability?

These questions may not be new, but be prepared for some surprising answers. 
Even the most seasoned Waldorf parents and friends may find food for thought in 
this presentation.

Eugene Schwartz has been a class teacher and high school teacher at Green Meadow 
Waldorf School (New York) and Shining Mountain Waldorf School (Colorado) and 
a visiting faculty member at several other schools in the US. He is the author of ten 
books and over 100 of his lectures are available on CDs. He has pioneered online 
international teacher conferences and has recently been working with public school 
teachers in Ecuador and Waldorf educators in China. 

More information on his work may be found at: www.millennialchild.com

Continued from previous page
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More Alumni Updates: 
Jacob Aginsky (SFWGS ’88) is an independent contractor 
musician who just relocated to Nevada City, CA from Vancouver, 
Canada. He is sending his daughter Jaia to Waldorf school 
because “the narrative and story-telling approach to learning 
closely aligns with the best results I’ve seen as a parent… 
Minimizing the exposure to pop/ad culture is irrefutably creating 
space for and nurturing her own inner voice and creativity. The 
entire community, staff, teachers, even the pedagogy, are focused 
and cognizant of the importance of the child’s education as a 
holistic aspect of their maturing into complete individuals.”

best school memories.”  
Even though Cameron 
left halfway through 
the grade school, he 
remembers his time at 
Waldorf as by far the best 
time of his schooling, 
both academically and 
holistically, and credits his 
time here with teaching 
him many of the tools that 
continue to inform him 
as an adult. He remembers his early grades math classes as being 
exploratory—“touching and feeling the math”—rather than his 
later experiences when the process was less important than the 
correct answer.  He says that Waldorf’s whole emphasis on process 
and really understanding each step set a “good foundation for life-
long learning… it is a pretty amazing system.”

Since graduating from high school in 1998, Cameron has worked 
with actors, filmmakers and musicians around the country as 
he has built his career in the entertainment industry.  He started 
out in the San Francisco music scene and through connections 
found himself drawn to LA and in New York, where he moved 
in 2004.  In New York, he started to explore independent film, 
and developed experience with producing, writing, composing, 
and the vast array of media surrounding entertainment.  He is an 
advisor for the Martha’s Vineyard Film Festival and also works 
with the New York Underground Film Festival.  His first feature 
film, “High School Ripped Me a New One”, won Best Comedy 
at the New York International Independent Film Festival and the 
Atlanta Film Festival.  To pursue this career, Cameron has had to 
be quite entrepreneurial; a creative way of being that he feels was 
rooted in those early years at SFWS.

Cameron moved back to San Francisco in 2009 when he and 
his wife Natasha Dantzig were expecting their first child. He 
knew immediately that he would send Parker to SFWS—he 
feels like being a parent almost allows him to “make up for lost 
time.” He is very excited about the education he sees his children 
embarking on.  “With this complicated, globalized world, there 
is a lot to take in, and Waldorf gives this foundation to kids, it 
gives them the foundation to operate and navigate the world that 
we live in.  It teaches deep listening and how to be aware of your 
surroundings and in social settings.  It is the creative foundation 
of the work that I’m doing.”

continued on next page

This September, San Francisco 
Waldorf School is happy to welcome 
more former students back as parents. 

Tzaddi Smith Thompson, parent of 
kindergartener Dominic in K2, was 
a member of our first grade school 
class. She is currently a labor lawyer 
at Nixon Peabody. Tzaddi and her 
husband David Thompson also have 
a younger daughter Mieke.

Tzaddi joined her class (SFWGS 
‘88) in first grade, when the school 
was made up of only two classes - 
kindergarten and first grade.  Tzaddi 
remembers her class teacher, Jeff 

Kofsky as “wonderful, caring, and intuitive,” as well as academically 
strong. Throughout her grade school years, Tzaddi watched the grade 
school grow from its modest beginnings into a thriving and well-
developed school and community. While Tzaddi vividly recalls a number 
of Main Lesson blocks from her time here, what stands out the most is 
the strong sense of community that she felt and continues to feel with 
her class and the school.

In the middle of seventh grade, Tzaddi’s family moved to Montana 
where she finished her secondary schooling. She studied government 
at Wesleyan, worked briefly as a paralegal in DC after graduating from 
college, and then moved back to San Francisco to work in for-profit 
education before attending law school at UC Berkeley. She chose to 
specialize in labor law because it addresses, among other things, human 
interaction and relations.

When looking at how she wanted to educate her son, two things were 
central to making her decision. The first was the sense of community 
that she feels at SFWS.  She knows that for her son, school will be a 
“home away from home.” Tzaddi also appreciates the shared values of 
the community, particularly around media usage, and the ritual and 
seasonality that bring a sense of the year into the community.

The other important thing for Tzaddi is that she wants her son to 
develop a love of learning.  She recalls her experience her at SFWS to  
be filled with a beautiful sense of what learning can be.  Rather than 
being grade focused, she remembers “history being told as a story, 
creatively.  It was never something that seemed like a duty.” As she 
continued her education, good grades came as a matter of course 
“because I love learning rather than the other way around… Good 
elementary school education is important for long-term success and I 
think Waldorf provides that.”

As for what Dominic thinks about being in kindergarten?  He is loving it 
and says that the digging in the yard is good.

Cameron Washington, a member of the SFWGS ‘94 for 6 years, 
returns to SFWS this year as a Nursery parent. He is the founder of 
Russian Hill Projects (www.russianhillprojects.com), a film and music 
production company, and is an award-winning filmmaker, music 
producer and musician.

Cameron started in Kindergarten with Monique and continued in the 
grade school through fourth grade with Mrs. Ricketts after which he 
left for a year of homeschooling followed by public school. He says, 
“Kindergarten with Monique is ingrained in my brain with some of my 

Alumni Corner: Former Students Return to SFWS as Parents
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Lauren Cook (SFWS HS ‘02, GS ‘98) is now at UCSF 
Nursing School.

Dorian Cool (SFWGS ‘99) just graduated from USF 
with a JD in international law.  For the past two years he 
has been working with the UN and other organizations 
prosecuting the crimes of the Khmer Rouge at the 
Extraordinary Chambers in the Court of Cambodia (a 
UN-assisted tribunal).

Sara Taylor (SFWGS ‘99) graduated from the UCLA 
School of Law in May. She recieved the Lawrence E. 
Irell Prize for having the highest academic average in 
class after her first two years of school and was further 
recognized for having published legal scholarship in the 
UCLA Law Review.

Becca Tarnas (SFWS HS ‘06, GS ‘02) is currently 
working on her master’s degree at the California 
Institute of Integral Studies in the Philosophy, 
Cosmology, and Consciousness program, with plans to 
continue to the PhD level in the same program.

Alexandra Sullivan (SFWHS ‘07) has been working at 
Wyndham Exchange and 
Rentals (of Wyndham 
Worldwide) as an Analyst 
on the Decision Sciences 
team (Dept of Analytics)
since mid-December 
2011. “I love my job 
and my team and my 
company.” Last summer (2011), Alexandra and her 
boyfriend adopted a mini-pitbull who is our baby (see 
picture). She’s super sweet, but a little crazy. They have 
also recently closed on a house in Normal, IL!

Masha (Maria) Sokolov 
(SFWS HS ‘08, GS ‘04) was 
married Sunday, July 22nd in 
Poway, CA to Jason Jones.  
The two of them are moving  
to Irvine, CA where they  
will both be pursuing their 
graduate studies.

Sibilla Carini (SFWS HS ‘08, GS ‘04) is starting her 
senior year at SF State in Film and Theatre (Costume 
Design). She is also working as costume design assistant, 
prop rental supervisor, and production assistant in the 
Bay Area. Most recently she assisted a local costume 
designer at Shakespeare Santa Cruz and directed a short 
dance film in August 2012.

Kyle Walenga (SFWS HS ‘09, GS ‘05) recently wrote, 
“I am entering my senior year at Knox College in 
Illinois, where I’m double majoring in Environmental 
Studies and Spanish, as well as playing baseball.  Also 
just attended Matt Cain’s Perfecto!”

We love updates! Send in your updates or find out more 
about our alumni program at  
www.sfwaldorf.org/alumni  

or contact Seraph White at swhite@sfwaldorf.org.

Neighborhood Partnerships: Swedenborgian Church
Our Early Childhood Program has been renting space in the historic 
Swedenborgian Church on Lyon and Washington, just a couple blocks from 
our grade school campus. Every morning our nursery program begins in 
the enclosed courtyard of this landmark Arts and Crafts building and many 
Parenting Program classes take place in the building’s reception area.

The San Francisco Swedenborgian Church opened its Lyon Street doors 
in 1895. It was designed by a 
celebrated group of architects and 
artists including Bernard Maybeck 
under the guidance of the Reverend 
Joseph Worcester.  Combining 
beautiful craftsmanship with artistic 
vision, Rev. Worcester strove to 
create a building that “combined 
nature, art, and spirit in an 
environment of rustic simplicity.”

The Swedenborgian Church 
Community bases its teaching 
on the Biblical interpretations 
of Emmanuel Swedenborg, a 
Swedish theologian from the early 
18th century. The major guiding 
theology is that God is alive in  
the natural world. 

The garden where the nursery school plays is as carefully designed as the 
interior.  Trees from around the world surround a grassy lawn.  They include 
an Irish yew, a Cedar of Lebanon, a California Redwood, olive, elm, pine, 
myrtle, hawthorn, maple, plum, and crabapple. The careful attention to the 
landscaping creates a sense of quiet, retreat, and safety that the young children 
intuitively respond to in their morning play.

In Memorium (Summer 2012)
The faculty and staff are saddened to announce the passing of our 
colleague, Gary Aylesworth, at around 2:02 p.m. on June 23 in Bowling 
Green, Ohio, near where he was born and spent much of his childhood 
and young adult life. Gary and his wife, Jamie Sheldon, were “on the 
road” in an ambulance traveling to Indiana to their friends’ farm, where 
he hoped to spend his final days. Gary chose a beautiful moment to 
leave his earthly life, at the height of summer, and to end the suffering 
from his long illness. Gary was a class teacher at SFWS from 1996 - 
2006. Faculty, friends and alumni gathered in a packed Dakin Hall on 
Saturday, September 8, 2012, to remember Gary in song, story, and 
image. He was 61.

Luka Casimir Pelka, 10-year-old brother of third-grader Chesna and 
kindergartener Orla, passed away peacefully on June 29, 2012 due to 
longstanding complications from Alexander Disease. The Pelka family 
held a memorial gathering at the nearby Swedenborgian Church on 
July 29, 2012 attended by approximately 150 people to celebrate his life 
and all the lives he touched.  A donation may be made to the United 
Leukodystrophy Foundation (tribute type: in memory of Luka Pelka) to 
support research of this rare genetic disorder.  His parents John and Terry 
give thanks to the Waldorf community for your support and inspiration.

Nursery children at the historic  
Swedenborgian Church. 

Photo: Seraph White
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you may be under even more  
pressure to do so. But I’m going to 
argue that your time may be better 
spent learning to recognize when 
you’re wrong. 

Being wrong isn’t as simple as it 
seems. Let me illustrate this with a 
simple experiment. Since I used to be 
a teacher, and you haven’t graduated 
just yet, we’re going to do a bit of 
mental math. And I need everybody 
to participate – even if it’s just in 
your head. So here’s the question: 
What’s 105% of 40? I brought a 
calculator just so I can double check. 
Did anybody get anything besides 
42 (which also happens to be the 
meaning of life)?

We all know the saying “To err is 
human.” I don’t know about you, 
but I always thought of those as 
patronizing words of comfort for 
when we don’t get 42. 

But here’s the thing. Messing up that simple calculation is not a shortcoming 
of your brain, rather it is a testimony to the unbelievable complexity of the 
human mind. This calculator, or your iPhone is not smarter than those 
of us who got that wrong. Actually, the calculator is too simple to make a 
mistake; it has no capacity for error. The human brain, on the other hand, is 
complex beyond imagination. It has a staggering hundred billion neurons, 
each of which, in itself, is too complicated for us to understand, even with 
the most modern scientific technology. Between these brain cells there are 
almost a quadrillion connections that are constantly being shaped by your 
thoughts and experiences. And despite the urban legend to the contrary, we 
use every single one of those neurons, some for storing memories, others for 
processing them, and many to just put together the never-ending onslaught 
of sensory stimuli that we experience and transform into a coherent picture 
of our world. It is within this complexity that the human mind takes form 
and that the capacity for error arises. As Kathryn Schulz says in her book 
Being Wrong: Adventures in the Margin of Error, “The miracle of your mind is 
not that you can see the world as it is. It is that you can see the world as it is 
not.” To err, then, isn’t just human. It is uniquely human. And it is the price 
we constantly pay for having minds as brilliant and complex as the ones that 
we’re celebrating here today.

Lucky for us, most of the time “being wrong” is not so bad. Actually, until 
we realize we are wrong, being wrong feels surprisingly like being right. And 
that is where the problem lies: we often base our decisions on beliefs that 
simply are not true, because it does not occur to us that we might be wrong. 
Sometimes the consequences are small —like when we walk to the car in the 
wrong direction and realize it’s not there. But sometimes the consequences 
are spectacular—like when  a surgeon performs an entire operation on the 
wrong side of the body because, until she realizes the mistake, the experience 
is exactly the same as doing that surgery on correct side. Even entire groups 
of people can act on untested and incorrect assumptions. One of the first 
examples that they taught us in medical school was regarding how doctors 
used to give all heart failure patients a medicine called digoxin, which is 
derived from the foxglove plant. What the drug does is make the failing 
heart beat stronger. You will agree that on the surface this makes sense, and 
for years, doctors went with this gut feeling until someone had the courage 

to question this fact. Researchers ended up with a ground-
breaking study that showed patients do worse and die faster on 
this drug. It turns out that, most of the time, a damaged heart 
does better when it’s forced to rest not run. 

As we reflect on our Waldorf education, we often neglect to give 
credit to the science we learned. Few of us choose science as a 
career path, and people may have told you that it is hard to excel 
in science as a Waldorf graduate. I felt overwhelmed when I got 
to college and took neuroscicence and chemistry classes. With 
several hundred students in a lecture hall, I felt my peers had 
almost no academic experiences in common with the science 
I had loved here. The course always revolved around a huge 
textbook filled with cell parts and equations to memorize. In 
physics, there was a technician whose full-time job was just to be 
sure that all the demo experiments worked exactly as the textbook 
said they should. Even when we got to go to the lab, we never got 
to ask our own questions.  To be honest, I got dangerously close 
to failing some of those early courses, and I felt let down – why 
hadn’t I learned REAL science at Waldorf? Why hadn’t Dr. Carini 
and Dr. Burket prepared me to be a scientist? 

Fortunately, even out of a textbook, neuroscience was pretty 
cool, and I stuck with it. As a sophomore, I started participating 
in research myself—looking at brain activity in people as they 
learned to copy complex movements off a computer screen. But 
things weren’t as tidy in the lab as they had been in the textbook. 
The computers would crash in the middle of an experiment; we’d 
lose big chunks of data. There were even subjects who were just 
really bad at learning the tasks. And the numbers we got in the 
end didn’t really tell us anything. After a year, I moved to another 
lab where we looked at how frogs regenerate their cranial nerves 
after injury. But again, nothing quite worked as planned. Some of 
the frogs died. Sometimes we weren’t sure if a particular dot under 
the microscope was a newly growing cell or just dirt. And our 
data? Sometimes we proved ourselves right. But just as often, we 
found that we were wrong. Real science, it turned out, looked a 
lot more like Dr. Carini’s physics class than an Ivy League course. 
And it’s the kind of science that you all learned. 

Dr. Carini and Dr. Burket, I was wrong.

Real science—the stuff that’s conducted in basement labs and 
informs what we actually know about the world isn’t about 
knowing the equation or getting the experiment just right. That 
makes you a good student, but not a scientist. Being a scientist is 
about repeatedly setting yourself up to be proven wrong, about 
valuing the truth over your own rightness. Good science requires 
unflinching honesty—even about your own tendency to want to 
be right. That’s why we run blind experiments and why we try to 
adjust things for the biases we know we have. This honesty, even 
if it means being wrong, is what makes a scientific mind. 

You all are a phenomenally creative group of people. The art in 
the hallways, the poems that were read yesterday, and the vast 
diversity of ideas that you expressed in the papers I read—I don’t 
exaggerate when I say that you are a force to be reckoned with as 
you go out into the world. But if you want to be of true service, 
and indeed if you want to avoid doing harm, that creativity needs 
to be combined with a kind and gentle skepticism, a willingness 
to realize that you might be wrong.  So, foster a scientific mind 
even if you never sit through another physics lecture in your life. 

Liv Leuthold addresses the  
class of 2012 in June.

Continued from page 1 “LEUTHOLD”
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Of course, there’s another way to avoid being wrong, and some of you 
may have taken this approach earlier. Maybe you’ve always been bad 
at math, or you didn’t feel it was worth the effort, but for whatever 
reason you never risked being wrong. You didn’t try. Needless to say, 
with that approach you also won’t be right, and you certainly can’t 
change the world. So with all this talk about being wrong, maybe 
you’re wondering what I’ve been wrong about. Well, both my mother 
and my husband are sitting in the audience, and I’m sure they could 
come up with a long, long list. I’m sure a lot of the teachers here 
could throw in a handful of reminiscences as well. But in the interest 
of time, I would like to talk about one thing that I was very wrong 
about when I was sitting in your seats 10 years ago, and that was this: 
I really thought that like me, no matter what the circumstances, every 
child in our society has a fair shot at getting a good education and 
realizing their dreams. I didn’t quite believe that race or money could 
be a legitimate barrier to these things, since everyone has the right to 
a free education in this country.  It took two years of teaching special 
education at an under-served middle school in San Jose for me to 
understand that this could not be farther from the truth. 

My students, like you, were in the class of 2012, and I admit that they 
were on my mind a lot as I thought about talking to you today. But 
many of them aren’t graduating this year. Some never will. Don’t get 
me wrong, most of them worked harder than I ever did in school. 
And their parents hoped for their success at least as much as mine 
and yours did. But these children grew up in a world where they 
felt the only way to safely hang out outside their home was to join a 
gang.  Eighth grade graduation was a huge deal because some of the 
parents had only made it to third grade – and to them, high school 
was really just icing on the cake. But the most disheartening thing 
wasn’t the violence in the neighborhood or the financial struggles of 
the families – because honestly those two challenges are not why the 
students aren’t graduating today. These students aren’t graduating 
because the school system itself never had any faith that they could. 
My administrators cared more about whether I turned in paperwork 
on time than the fact that my seventh graders, who had started the 
year at a 2nd-grade math level, were working on algebra.  The teacher 

who replaced me walked out after 2 months – never giving notice and 
leaving no record of the students’ performance or progress. Whether 
it was because of the students’ race, their socioeconomic status, or 
their learning disabilities, there were teachers and administrators who 
expected them to fail. And if there’s one thing that students are good 
at, it’s meeting their teachers’ expectations. Compare this to the love 
and unconditional support you have gotten from your faculty here, 
and I am sure you will agree that the students I worked with in San 
Jose did not have a fair shot at an education.

Maybe you have had the privilege of taking today’s milestone for 
granted. All of you have the privilege of being supported by a 
community that not only cares about you, the way every community 
cares about their children – but that also has the resources and know-
how to get you to this day. Cherish that.

As you go away to college – or wherever life takes you next – you’ll 
run into people who are different from you. People who have not had 
the same opportunities, people you will be tempted to judge, even 
people you disagree with wholeheartedly. Don’t just write them off as 
ignorant; welcome them as a reminder that you just might not be as 
right as you thought. 

I want to close with another quotation. In the 5th century, long 
before Descartes famously proclaimed, “I think, therefore I am,” 
St. Augustine said, “Fallor, ergo sum.”  I err, therefore I am. And 
so, I dare you to question your own thoughts and opinions as 
enthusiastically, as critically, and hopefully as kindly as you do the 
thoughts and opinions of those people whom you disagree with 
most.  And when you find that you’re wrong, set aside that uneasy 
feeling and rejoice not just in the fact that you had an idea and took 
a stand worth being wrong about, but that you had the courage and 
the clarity of mind to question your beliefs. And when you change 
the world, you will know you have changed it in the right direction. 
Considering you as Waldorf students, and as the impressive young 
adults you have proven yourselves to be, I know you have all the tools 
you need to do so. I wish you all the best and, again, congratulations.

-Liv Leuthold, SFWHS ‘02

Class of 2012 at Commencement, June 2012
Photos this article: Quentin Bacon
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"... If I want to feel closer to the Waldorf community,  
and make my life more meaningful,  

then I must take risks and opportunities  
to reach out to others I normally might not reach out to. 

The World Cafe is a good start.”
-grade school mother

WORLD CAFE
a Multicultural Initiative 

    Saturday November 3, 2012 
6:00 - 9:30pm

Public Events Coming Up
 Friday, October 12, 8:30–10:00am Parents Speak (grade school library)
 Saturday, October 20, 9:00am–12:00pm Grade School Open House (pre-registration required)
 Friday & Saturday, October 26 & 27, 7:00pm HS Acting Elective Performance  (see below)
 Saturday, October 27, 1:00pm–4:00pm High School Open House (pre-registration required)
 Sunday, October 28, 2:00–5:30pm Fairy Walk
 Thursday, November 1, 6:30–8:30pm Anna Lappe: Small Planet Institute (high school campus)
 Saturday, November 3, 6:00–9:30pm World Cafe (high school campus)
 Sunday November 4, 3:00pm–6:00pm All Souls Day (high school campus)
 Sunday, November 4 7:00pm–9:00pm Waldorf Reconsidered: Myths and Misconceptions about Waldorf Education (see page 3)
 Wednesday,  November 7, 7:30pm–9:00pm Marianne Hermsen-van Wanrooy Early C hildhood Workshop
 Visit our online calendars and news pages at www.sfwaldorf.org for more details about events.

Parents Speak:  

A Circle of Inclusion  
presents

Side Walk Talk; 
Bring it Indoors!

Friday, October 12,  
8:30am -10:00am 

SFWS Grade School Library

Come together with other parents to 
speak freely and listen in an informal 

gathering. Bring any concerns or 
simply a desire to connect.

Coffee, tea, and pastries  
will be served! 
Sponsored by  

SF Waldorf Multicultural Council

Pictured above (l to r): Parent Kate Holcomb joins Ms Christofferson in Grade 5 for a Sanskrit demonstra-
tion for the children during their ancient India block; members of the SFWS student and parent body march 

in the Pride Parade in June 2012. Photos: Cory Powers and Yasmin Decuire

The 11th and 12th grade Acting Elective 
presents  

“Five One-Act Plays  
and  

Some Random Stuff We Like” 
October 26 and 27, 7:00pm 

 High School Eurythmy Room 

Tickets are sold at the door on  
a sliding scale starting at $5.00 

This presentation helps fund the  
11th grade trip to Ashland,  

so please donate generously if you can!

Pictured at left: Students prepare one of the 
scenes to be presented. Photo: Cory Powers

Grade School: 2938 Washington Street, SF, CA  94115; tel. (415) 931-2750;  info@sfwaldorf.org
High School: 470 West Portal Avenue, SF, CA  94127; tel. (415) 431-2736; highschool@sfwaldorf.org

San Francisco Waldorf School www.sfwaldorf.org. Comments regarding this Newsletter or requests for e-mail pdf copies can be sent to newsletter@sfwaldorf.org.


