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Teaching Physics In A Waldorf School 
Dr. Paolo Carini

I was attracted to Waldorf education when I discovered that the 
process of teaching science in Waldorf schools was much closer 
to the process of doing research than to the way science had been 
taught to me in high school.

When one faces new territory in science it is important to keep 
an open mind to what nature is trying to tell you. New concepts 
are created out of a process of observation of phenomena in 
order to discover and formulate the so-called physical laws. 
Concepts need to remain flexible. That is why at SFWHS we like 
to characterize rather than to define. Definitions can be rather 
rigid. Let me give you an example. In 1934 one of my aunts 
was at a party in Rome, when it was reported that Enrico Fermi 
had succeeded in splitting the atom. My aunt did not know 
anything about physics and did not question this new discovery. 
However, when she went home and reported the news to my 
uncle, he immediately replied, “That is impossible, atom means 
indivisible!” You see, my uncle was so stuck into the “definition” 
of  “atom” that he could not conceive that nature could go 
beyond such definition. 

All high school physics can be taught through phenomena. 
Phenomena can be presented in a coherent way to lead the 
students to understand the physical world with the same 
intellectual rigor experienced in a field like mathematics. It 
is important that students are given enough time to explore 
the details of a phenomenon. In this way we foster a true 
appreciation for the beauty of nature. An immediate explanation 
of a phenomenon has the effect of deflating the experience. 
Once we are given an explanation, we easily lose interest for the 
phenomenon itself, and our mind wants to move somewhere 
else. As a teacher, I have experienced this when I felt pressured 
to provide such explanations, due to lack of time. The students' 

The Outdoor Classroom Initiative
The San Francisco Waldorf School is pleased to announce the creation of a 
new school-wide initiative: The Outdoor Classroom. Inspired by the work 
of Richard Louv, the author of Last Child in the Woods: Saving Our Children 
from Nature-Deficit Disorder and the Nature Principle, our program is part of 
an international movement to connect students with nature. 

As our field trips and curriculum 
demonstrate, Waldorf education has 
reverence for nature at its core. As 
an urban campus located in a city of 
exceptional biodiversity and natural 
wonders, the Outdoor Classroom 
Initiative extends our curriculum beyond 
our school walls into the wilds of the 
Bay Area. It will assist in organizing 
and implementing school-based 
programming that increases our students’ 
access to the outdoors and environmental 
education. Students will be able to 
come into contact with experts in the 
field from foresters in the Presidio to 
marine scientists working at the Marin 
Headlands. This initiative supports daily 
contact with nature as part of our students’ academic lives. 

In addition to supporting the student curriculum, the Outdoor Classroom 
will host a series of public events bringing the thinkers shaping this 
movement to our school to engage our community in a rich dialog. 

The Outdoor Classroom Initiative is coordinated by Amy Belkora and 
supported by a committee of parents, staff, faculty and board members who 
have unique expertise in ecology, urbanism, and nature education. This 
group meets regularly and oversees two grant cycles per year for outdoor 
curricular enrichment for all SFWS students including the Parenting and 
After School Programs through the Grades and into the High School.

We look forward to sharing news and conversation surrounding this exciting 
new initiative. If you have questions about the Outdoor Classroom please 
contact Amy Belkora (abelkora@sfwaldorf.org). Watch the newsletter and 
website for future announcements.

For related remarks:  
Karmin Guzder, 4th Grade Teacher, on the Outdoor Classroom Inititative, 
page  5. 

High School watershed restoration collaboration with Ardenwood, page 6.

9th Grader hard at work. 
Photo: Ben Pittenger
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sense of wonder for what they had just observed simply disappeared. On the other hand, when 
given enough time, the same explanation can lead to a sense of enlightenment! In Waldorf, the 
students are given a night to “digest” what they have observed in class before guiding them to a 
theoretical understanding. Much research in neuroscience shows more and more evidence of the 
importance of sleep in our learning process, including the consolidation of mental pictures and 
memory in general. Steiner understood this ahead of his time in his research of the inner world 
of the human being rather than the outer world. Starting from direct observations, giving time 
for these images to live into the students, and finally using a Socratic method, the students find a 
natural path to new concepts and understanding. 

Students also tend to lose contact with reality. There is an anecdote about Richard Feynman 
asking a student, who was a theorist at Caltech, what the wavelength of light was. The student 
said he didn't know. So Feynman asked him to guess. The student held his fingers maybe a 
quarter of an inch apart and said, uh, maybe about this big? So Feynman leaned closer and 
asked: Do I look fuzzy? Indeed the world would appear quite fuzzy if light had such large 
wavelength! That is an example of losing contact with reality. In physics we like to reduce the 
infinite variety of phenomena to a few general laws. That is all great and fascinating, but if a 
student has not developed a real familiarity and appreciation for the actual phenomenon, and 
instead is immediately led to such laws, he or she will easily lose contact with reality. Especially 
if such laws are handed down and not arrived at by the students themselves. Every good physics 
teacher knows this. At San Francisco Waldorf High School we offer a way to improve on this 
issue and help keep alive the students' sense of wonder for the natural world, which is particularly 
important in our times as we are required ever more strongly to care for our own planet. 

I have also experienced that the longer the students remain in touch with real phenomena the 
stronger their scientific intuitions develop. In general, we tend to give too much importance to 
the “results” and too little to the “process” of discovery. But appreciation for science grows out 
of that process. Results are now available on the internet for everyone to read, but the process of 
discovery is dynamic, non linear, complex, and quite creative. It is part scientific and part artistic, 
and it needs to be experienced first hand. Direct observations are preferred to mediated ones. 
Today one can find all sorts of electronic devices that are used to gather data and send them to 
a computer, which then produces nice graphs. All of this removes the students from the actual 
experience of the natural world, in an attempt to arrive as fast as possible to some conclusion. I 
don't see any advantage to this approach. I have the same problem with computer simulations 
of phenomena that can easily be observed in real life. A computer simulation is never a good 
replacement for a real life experience, unless such direct experience is not available.

Finally, everyone knows that students learn better when they find a meaningful connection 
to the subject. Such connection can be discovered if one understands better the inner life of 
teenagers, and Waldorf education is based on such understanding. For example, 9th graders are 

notoriously insecure about themselves and the 
new social scene that they are entering. They can 
be quite moody, having to deal with an intense 
emotional life that is just starting to enfold. One 
moment life is awesome; the next, life is miserable. 
They live in such a polarity much of the time, but 
polarity exists also in the physical world! All sorts 
of thermal engines produce movement out of the 
polarity between hot and cold. The similarity is not 
purely metaphorical, as the young students really 
experience turning hot or cold when they blush 
or become emotionally detached. In physics we 
describe that when all differences in temperature 
in the universe vanish, what we call a state of 
maximum entropy, everything will die. So, as a 
physics teacher, and a father of three, I learn to 
appreciate the moodiness of teenagers as a sign 
of being alive, and at the same time I help them 
to navigate through these stormy waters while 
teaching them some good Physics!

- Dr. Paolo Carini

Continued from page 1 “PHYSICS” Student Achievement : 
Antinia Butler, 12th Grade 

Antinia Maria 
Butler was recently 
selected for Bank of 
America’s Student 
Leaders program, an 
eight week summer 
internship and 
leadership summit 
in San Francisco 
and Washington, 
DC.  This highly 
competitive program provided Antinia 
with a paid internship at a local non-profit, 
helping her strengthen her extra-curricular 
advocacy work as well as continuing to 
support her in her longer term aspirations to 
become a lawyer.

As a foster youth herself, Antinia has 
become very involved in foster youth 
advocacy, especially on the legislative 
level.  She has spent a lot of time this past 
year volunteering with California Youth 
Connection (CYC), working with their 
team on legislation in Sacramento to help 
close loopholes and abuse in the foster care 
system.  Through CYC, Antinia participates 
in conferences, takes classes in politics and 
accountability, and learns how to write laws 
that are clear and effective.  She recently 
received an award from State Senator Mark 
Leno for the dedicated work that she has 
been providing CYC.

Antinia enrolled at SFWS as a Kitch Scholar 
after completing middle school at Kipp 
Bayview Academy.  While the transition 
to SFWS was at times difficult, Antinia 
appreciates the opportunity that she has to 
experience different teaching styles, social 
groups, and cultures.  Even though she was 
the only one who came from her middle 
school, she made friends quickly and was 
class president in 10th grade.

In addition to her selection for the Bank 
of America’s Student Leaders program, 
Antinia’s hard work is paying off in other 
ways as well.  Last spring she won a 
space on a Historical Black College and 
University (HBCU) tour and was able 
to visit six different colleges in the South.  
She is enthusiastic about a number of the 
colleges that she toured and was struck 
with some engaging observations about 
being a Californian in a different part of the 
country.  Antinia says “I can’t wait to live in 
the south!  Everyone says to have an open 
mind, and it will be a different experience, 
another lens to look through.”
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Class Plays:  
Drama Helps to Answer the Important Questions

At San Francisco Waldorf School, we don’t shy away from the big questions that children 
ask themselves, those questions that may never be articulated with words, but that 
nonetheless live strongly in each child’s soul.  “Who am I?  What is my place in the 
world?  What is my relationship to the people around me?”

Through the study of History and mythology, 
and in the early years, the immersion in fairy tales 
and fables, the children learn how people through 
the ages have approached these questions.  When 
the students begin to act out the stories they have 
heard, they become even more intimately aware of 
the twists and turns life may take as human beings 
struggle to know who they are and why they are 
here.  Why did Moses expect so much of himself 
and of others?  How did Penelope outwit her suitors?  
How did Odysseus learn to think for himself?  Am 
I like Loki, who loves to make mischief, sometimes 
even at the expense of my family and friends?  What 
qualities in Joan of Arc allowed her to achieve 
what no other trained military expert had?  Do I 
possess any of those qualities?  How did the love of 
Rama and Sita endure through so many trials and 
hardships?  

A well-written play bathes the students in one of humanity’s most noble and unique 
qualities, that of beautiful and expressive speech.  On the stage, the children experience 
the wonder and power of speech in a unique way because it is spoken aloud and “by 
heart” and it is brought to life through the child’s own gestures, movement and facial 
expressions.  Ask a twenty-year-old Waldorf graduate to recite her lines from the Fifth 
Grade play and sit back as she speaks not only her own lines, but most likely, many of 
her classmates’ lines as well.  One tiny aspect of the question, “What is my place in the 
world?” is answered through this immersion in artistic language.  “I am a human being, 
capable of expressing the fullness of my existence and of communicating with other human beings through the gift of speech.”  

Producing a play involves many skills and requires the children to rely on each other in ways unlike any other experience.  Arranging props, designing 
the lighting, fitting costumes, moving scenery at just the right moment, backstage prompting, providing musical interludes, and the acting onstage 
all must work together to achieve a successful performance.  The intensity of the children’s desire to succeed, both as individuals and as a class, creates 
an atmosphere of powerful social learning.  Students see their classmates’ special qualities and gifts in new ways when they are utterly dependent upon 
each other onstage.  Tempers may flare and patience may wane but in the end, the students stand together to take their bows, having experienced both 
the pleasures and the challenges of an artistic social endeavor.  

I hope these words have brought a new thought or two to the question of why we devote significant time and energy to drama in the Waldorf 
curriculum and why the children anticipate their class plays with such joy and enthusiasm.

 - Mary Barhydt, 8th Grade Class Teacher

The Race to Nowhere 
Liana Shimizu-Castellanos, Grade 11 
2012-2013 Literary Magazine

The race to nowhere leaves everyone behind.
While we try to get there, we can be so unkind.
Always hurrying to keep up with the Jones’s, 
never stopping to smell the sweet roses.
Get ready to start, now get ready to go,
You don’t want to be late, miss out on the show.
If you can’t keep up, well, that’s just too bad!
No time to stop to see why we feel sad.
Fear of abandonment will keep us on track;
stay moving forward, with no looking back.
Drop out of the race, you’ll be left alone to cry.
We’ll miss you at first, then we’ll pass you on by.
Run, run, run on, run on ‘til you drop.
So what would happen if we all were to stop?
Admitted we want more out of this life
than getting ahead, with all of this strife?
Take time for each other, take time to take care,
help out those without, and learn how to share.
Who cares about who wins! Hear the beauty call!
I believe what we’re missing, is really it all!

Life is not a destination that must be reached;
though it seems as though that’s what is preached.
Wake up! Throw out these rules and step out of line!
Let’s make our own journeys; let’s savor our time!

 2012-2013 Grade 7 Play Photo: Cory Powers
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Gregory Lowell, (Class of 2006) is a forward observer 
with the 3rd Infantry Division of the 
US Army in Afghanistan. Forward 
observers are responsible for all 
indirect fire and the communication 
of battlefield intelligence. Soldiers 
who become forward observers 
require a high level of training and 
skill, both to work with high physical 
demands as well as the strategic and 
communications aspects of their role. 

Because of their strategic importance, they even require a 
security clearance. According to Greg, “I control and adjust 
surface to surface artillery and mortar fire, and provide 
terminal guidance for close air support. Basically, I'm the guy 
with the radio who calls up coordinates. It's a challenging but 
rewarding job.”

Greg’s battalion is doing "village stability operations," an 
initiative that is part of strengthening the Afghan response 
to insurgents by training the Afghan army and police and 
improving the quality of life so that the region will continue 
to be stable after the American combat forces withdraw. 
It does this by helping to connect the local populations 
to district level governance, giving the government an 
opportunity to regain legitimacy with the population, 
reducing the support for insurgents.

When Greg is not on a mission he has a lot of free time that 
is filled with quite a bit of reading. He says "I loaded up my 
kindle with a lot of books before we left with a lot of classics, 
spy thrillers and sci-fi/fantasy. Right now I'm going back 
and forth between Moby Dick and The Bourne Identity. On 
the classical front I'm planning on tackling the Mahabharata 
next (in abridged form, but still 2,000 pages)." Earlier in his 
deployment he read a lot of Tolkien and Heinlein.

Greg's love of reading began at SFWS.  He loved reading the 
Iliad, the Odyssey, Henry V, and Moby Dick and these books 
continue to call to him strongly.  He describes many of the 
stories that he was told and the books that he read at SFWS 
and later in college as being instrumental in encouraging his 
military service. “Even the strongly anti-war stuff we read, 
like the poetry of Owen and Sassoon that we read with Ms. 
Gorman held a strange appeal for me.”

Alumni Corner

Continued on page 5 “ALUMNI”

A view from Greg’s base in Afganistan

Alumni Reunions: 

Founding Class of 1988 Celebrates 25-Year Reunion!
This past year SFWS hosted 
a number of alumni reunions 
In November 2012, the 
Grade School Class of 
2012 returned to the grade 
school Eurythmy Room to 
see each other after starting 
high school.  On the winter 
solstice, the high school 
Herbst Hall filled with 
alumni and alumni parents 
from SFWS as well as other 
Waldorf Schools for our 
Annual Holiday Alumni & 
Family Reunion.  In March, 
the GS Class of 2009 met 
in the GS Eurythmy Room to reconnect before graduating from high school. 
In June we hosted our annual Summer Alumni Reunion party at ThirstyBear 

Brewing Company with the HS 
Class of 2003 as our special guests 
celebrating their 10 -year reunion!

This spring we also hosted a reunion 
for the first graduating 8th grade class, 
the GS Class of 1988. Most of the 
class joined us with their families on 
the patio by the library on a sunny 
May morning.  While the children 
played in the yard the alumni had a 
lovely time reminiscing and sharing 
where they are in their lives now.

GS Class of 1988 Updates

Jason Cook: I am married to Krista Cook and we have two small children, 
Penelope age 2 and Carson age 4. We own Lighthouse Realty and are always 
super busy managing employees, real estate sales, property management, but....
the most important part of my day is playing with my kids, surfing/kite surfing 
and enjoying life on the Westside of Santa Cruz. 

Adriana Dakin: I’m an online strategist with Fission Strategy, working with 
nonprofits and agencies to ignite their causes, and a board member of Young 
Women Social Entrepreneurs. I can work from anywhere there is wifi AND 
babysitting. I was recently in Boston for my 10-year Harvard Kennedy School 
reunion. My children Gwendolyn and Henry are 4.5 years and 9 months old. 
Gwen will start kindergarten at a Waldorf charter school in Ukiah in the fall!

Ravi Pursley: I am finishing my first year as Director of Finance and Operations 
at the Berkwood Hedge School in Berkeley, CA, a progressive, constructivist 
K-5 elementary school with strong environmental and social justice roots. I’m 
married to the amazing Sandy Chan of Studio Paz architects and we have 2 
lovely/wild little kids, Kaimana, who is in Kindergarten, and Makoa, age 3, 
who is in pre-school. We love to bike around Oakland’s Lake Merritt, check out 
music and art at the monthly Art Murmur, and to grow peas, kale, and flowers 
in our local community garden plot.

Anna Sopko: I have worked for SFUSD for the past 10 years.  I am currently 
a reading specialist at Tenderloin Community School.  I love my work!  I 
completed an MFA in writing a few years ago which was also a lot of fun.  My 
daughter Mila is four years old and delightful.  We live in San Francisco and 
recently adopted a cat.

Members of the Class of 2003 with their 
grade school class teacher David Weber.

Members of the Grade School Class of 1988 
with their chilren in the grade school yard.
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More Alumni Updates
Benjamin Finser (Class of 2009) graduated magna cum laude from 
Occidental College in Los Angeles with a BA in Economics last May 
along with two other SFWHS alum (Katrina Tholaug and Nick 
Neumann).  He is moving to Chicago in July to work as an analyst at an 
international small-cap equities investment fund.

Sarah Leslie (Class of 2006) has recently completed a set of handcrafted 
cookbooks.  She writes:

“In college I took a class called “The Book: Theory and Practice.” 
I was attracted to the class because the professor, Barry Moser, 
or Bubba as we called him, had taught my uncle in prep school 
decades earlier, and perhaps more importantly, his class offered the 
opportunity to study the craft and art of books.

“The classroom is an art studio containing three presses, broadsides, 
posters, plants, and cases and cases of lead type. Bubba taught us how 
to set type; how to place the letters upside down and backwards in 
an instrument we held in our other hand; how the arrangement of 
letters and spaces became words. Setting type became my meditation. 
Out of my love of this repetition, I created a cookbook that I wrote, 
illustrated, handset, printed, and bound. A main lesson book of sorts, 
one might say. 

“Setting the type and printing the book took two 
semesters and many hours. Binding the book took 
much longer as its pages sat around for months, waiting 
until I had enough courage to fold them and punch 
holes in them. Only now, three years later, have I 
finished binding the book and printing the cover.

“My love for books and writing has persisted. I’ll be going to CalArts 
in the Fall as a candidate for a MFA in creative writing.”

Sarah is selling copies of her cookbook for $150. You can reach her at 
alexandra.leslie@gmail.com

We were excited to see an interview with alumnus Brett Thurber (Class 
of 2005) in the June 2013 edition of Sunset Magazine - http://www.
sunset.com/magazine/.  The interview highlights his Bernal Heights 
electric bike shop The New Wheel - http://www.newwheel.net/.

America Whitten (Class of 2009) graduated last spring summa cum 
laude from UCSC with a BA in Psychology.

We love updates! Send in your updates or find out more 
about our alumni program at  
www.sfwaldorf.org/alumni  

or contact Seraph White at swhite@sfwaldorf.org.

Karmin Guzder on the Outdoor Classroom Inititative
These remarks were made at the 
Grade School Back-to-School 
Night on September 9, 2013. 
Karmin Guzder is the fourth 
grade class teacher.

We all know about and 
appreciate the strong 
environmental values which 
live at our school.  Many call 
Waldorf the organic education. 
It is not for superficial reasons, 
however – the rivers run deep.

Living at the heart of Waldorf 
Education are two sources of 
inspiration for our work. One has to do with the social realm  
and the other with our profound human destiny with the  
Earth. When we connect the child to the rhythms of nature we 
guide him or her towards finding a deeper sense of self. On the 
whole this moves society towards greater consciousness and it 
deepens the human experience.

To connect more deeply to the inspirations for our work, we have 
started a new initiative this 
year called the Outdoor 
Classroom. I am sure you 
have heard of the many 
environmental education 
programs at other schools 
which supplement 
the curriculum.  This 
is different. Waldorf 
Education is an 
Environmental Education. 

We connect the child to the earth and its rhythms every day 
through the rich curriculum, an active festival life, and subject 
classes such as gardening and woodworking. And we have been 
doing this since the 1920’s!

So the Outdoor Classroom is really a way to further define  
what we already do best. It is a program that will provide 
opportunities to take our environmental education outdoors  
more frequently. Teachers will now be able to apply for grants  
to take their lessons into nature. We are also organizing  
educational events for our community.

Our group is made up of teachers, administrators, and parents. 
Our hardworking and dedicated grade school gardening teacher, 
Amy Belkora, will be coordinating. Matt Hart, the newly hired 
outdoor education teacher at the high school, will be supporting us 
here at the grade school.

We want you all to be a part of it as well. Join us by chaperoning 
on a hike or by 
sharing your ideas.  
This program was 
started by a generous 
donation from the 
Seed Fund. We hope 
you will continue to 
support it. 

After high school, Greg took a gap year and worked for long enough to 
support a two month backpacking trip through Europe.  He enlisted 
in the Army at the beginning of his senior year at St. John’s College in 
Santa Fe, New Mexico, where he graduated with a degree in liberal arts 
in 2011.  He started basic training two weeks after graduation. Greg says 
that he joined the Army for many reasons, “some combination of a desire 
for adventure, needing a job, patriotism, and wanting to ‘be all that I can 
be.’” He plans to remain with the Army for the next few years at least, 
and would like to teach history at the high school or college level when 
he leaves active duty.

Continued from page 4 “ALUIMNI”
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Public Events Coming Up
 Monday, October 7 Gloria & Stephen Decater  gs campus
 Wednesday, October 9 Dr. Johanna Steegmans gs campus
 Sunday, October 27 Fairy Walk gs campus 
 Saturday, November 2 World Cafe hs campus
 Friday, November 8 Dads’ Night Elks Club 
 Sunday, November 10 Golf Benefit Presidio Golf Course 
 Sunday, December 8 Winter Fair gs campus

Visit our online calendars and news pages at www.sfwaldorf.org  
for more details about events.

9th Grade Habitat Restoration Collaboration with Arden Wood
Our freshmen at San Francisco Waldorf High School have been doing wonderful work in their  
community and for our neighbors.  Last year SFWHS expanded a long-standing partnership with 
our backyard neighbor, Arden Wood.  The valley between our building and theirs is the largest 
privately owned open space in San Francisco.  It holds natural springs, a small watercourse, many 
eucalyptus, a few redwoods, lots of undergrowth, with many birds and other animals.  But over 
the years this beautiful space has fallen into disuse.

Last year, as part of our partnership, our freshmen went to the Arden Wood property and 
made an incredible contribution during Project Week.  They cleared a hundred fifty meters of 
overgrown trails (filled with saplings and vines), removed poison oak, carted mud out of a small 
pond, and uncovered steps and stonework that haven't seen sunlight in decades.  Some of he 
students and staff returned after our first lunch and said, spontaneously, "Wow!  We did this?!"  
They uncovered stonework around a spring and surprised us all when they found a series of tiny 
stone pools built into the hillside.  People who have worked at Arden Wood for years said they 
didn't even know some of what we found was there!  Later, Arden Wood invited the freshmen 
over to enjoy a barbecue, music, and the company of Arden Wood staff and residents.

This year our new freshman class went to Arden 
Wood during their orientation week to continue the 
work started by their predecessors.  They swept clean 
what had been cleared last year, cleared another 50 
meters of steps, removed old pipes, and weeded more 
around the spring and stonework.  They cleared tons 
of mud from the pond and watercourse, peeled back 
more ivy, and got a large piece of a log out of the 
stream.  Again, they surprised themselves and us by 
the work they did and the wonderful contribution 
they made to that wonderful space.   

It truly is amazing what can be accomplished  
with a little vision, a dash of coordination,   
sufficient guidance,  and the collective energy  
of a class of students.

- Ben Pittenger, HS Earth Sciences

Upcoming HS Block Schedule
September 25-October 17
9th Grade Physiology/Pacific Rim
10th Grade Chemistry 11/US Government
11th Grade Astronomy/History of Music
12th Grade Calculus & Chaos Theory/Environmental Science

October 21-November15
9th Grade Revolutions/Geology
10th Grade Classical World Lit/Embryology
11th Grade Chemistry III/Projective Geometry
12th Grade History of Architecture/Optics

SFWS Governance
Over the past four months, the Board of Trustees, College of Teachers, 
faculty, staff and parents have worked diligently with the assistance of 
outside consultants to rethink and improve the governance structure at San 
Francisco Waldorf School.  This work has been fruitful on many levels, with 
one of the primary decisions being the creation of an Administrative Council 
to serve as facilitator for decision-making throughout the school.  

This group (listed below) brings together leaders of different areas of the 
school on a weekly basis to ensure that decisions are being made on a timely 
basis and that those decisions are being communicated clearly to the larger 
community.  The new Administrative Director, when hired, will join this 
group.  Although communications over the past several years has been 
enhanced through specific policies and procedures, it was clear that there 
is more improvement needed.  Moving forward, this area of the newsletter 
will contain reports and updates from various committees involved in the 
governance of the school.  

Administrative Council

Joan Caldarera and Dagmar Eisele, College of Teachers Co-Chairs 
Gerhard Engels, Director of Finance and Strategic Planning 
Karen Nelson and Jessica Eicher, GS and HS Chairs 
Mitch Mitchell, Advancement Director 
Caroline Alba, HS Faculty 
Cory Powers, GS Administrative Coordinator


