
 
 
 
Dear 9th Grade Parents and Guardians, 
 
It is still summer but, as we approach Orientation Week (Aug. 20-24, 9am-3pm), we know that you are 
eager to hear more about what the days will look like for the 9th graders. The 9th Grade Orientation Week 
will include a combination of academic study, writing, artistic activities, and outdoor activities on our campus, 
at Stern Grove, and at Rodeo Beach in Marin. Over the course of the week, the variety of activities allow 
students to get to know each other, while also preparing them for academic classes to begin the following 
week. 
  
Please do share this information with your 9th grader. I am pleased to introduce the 9th grade class 
sponsors for the Class of 2021: Kevin Farey (Math), Gil Griffin (Humanities), and Astrid Thiersch (Eurythmy). 
These faculty members, in collaboration with our full faculty, will lead you and your students through class 
meetings, parent evenings and class trips for the year. I know that you will enjoy getting to know all of them. 
  
Students will receive individual school email addresses, as well as an orientation to school computer use 
and library resources during this week. Some students will already be comfortable doing their work on a 
computer, and some will just be learning the basics; we want to assure you that we will meet your student 
wherever they are. We will be offering typing tutorials during study halls throughout the school year. After 
students receive their email addresses this first week, they will be expected to check their email for school 
communication. 
 
Monday, August 20: Assembly, Class Meetings, and Student ID Photo Day (please arrive no later 
than 8:50am). Students will receive their schedules; review the Student & Parent Handbook and test out 
their assigned lockers. In the afternoon, class sponsors with Mr. Barbee, the Outdoor Education 
Coordinator, and their sponsors will take the students to Stern Grove for some fun and games. 
 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday: Students will rotate in small groups through sample main lessons 
with Ms. Lacy (Comedy and Tragedy) and Dr. Burket (Anatomy), a morning activity and an afternoon 
activity. Students should arrive by 8:50am to begin at 9am and end with dismissal by 3:00pm. For these 
days, students will need school supplies, click here for details. Students should also bring lunch every 
day except Tuesday when they will join the senior class an "advice circle" and pizza. Students will be 
dismissed by 3:00pm each day.  
  
Friday: Mr. Barbee and other faculty will take the class on a full day field trip to Marin in our high school 
vans. The timing of this day will be the same, 9am-3pm, and students should again arrive on campus no 
later than 8:50am for the field trip. Please bring the following on Friday: 
  

• A school bag to hold their belongings 
• A lunch, snacks for the day, & refillable water bottle 
• Closed shoes (lightweight hiking boot or athletic shoe preferred) 
• Long pants & long sleeved shirt 
• Sunscreen & a hat  
• Students should wear clothing that can get muddy as we will be doing outside activities 

  
Over the week, students will have the opportunity to work with each other in different combinations, as well 
as different faculty and staff members. Morning activities include students writing a letter to themselves to be 
read four years from now when they are seniors (Ms. Whiteside), exploring the resources in the school 
library (Ms. McGill), and creating skits (Ms. Lacy). Through the main lesson work, we will also be introducing 
important study skills, like Cornell note-taking and organization. In the afternoon, students will be given an 
orientation to the teen program of the West Portal Branch library of the San Francisco Public Library (Ms. 
McGill),  learn about the mysterious world of bird communication and what it has to teach us about our 
natural community (Mr. Barbee), and enjoy gardening and habitat restoration on campus (Dr. Burket).  



  
By the end of the week, the class will be ready to settle into their regular class schedules the following 
week. Please note that starting Monday, August 27, students should arrive on campus by 8:05am for 
classes to begin promptly at 8:15am. We look forward to welcoming the class. Now, go back to enjoying the 
rest of the summer! 
 
Warmly, on behalf of the faculty & staff, 
  
Jessica Eicher 
High School Chair 
jeicher@sfwaldorf.org 
	


